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Dear Amritie: 

 

     I am returning your Argument essay because it does not meet the requirements of the 

assignment. At present, you have written an informative, not an argument, essay. No one would 

argue that cyber bullying does NOT have psychological effects on its victims. 

 

    Please note the assigned topics: Convince your reader that social media provides a valuable 

outlet for free expression, or that social media allows users to insult, bully, and threaten others 

without any fear of punishment. Your essay focuses on the latter topic, so you will need to prove 

that social media itself allows users to insult, bully, and threaten others—Ask yourself: What is it 

about social media itself that allows users to bully? For example, social media websites such as 

Facebook permit users to set up fake profiles. This can be one argument that shows how social 

media itself allows users to bully. What are some other factors about social media that allow 

users to bully? 

 

     Your thesis statement must include the topic and also preview your arguments. Then, in each 

body paragraph, develop one argument at a time. Include  support/ evidence for each argument. 

In the conclusion, revisit each one of your arguments. 

 

     Do not use first (or second) person pronouns in a formal essay; maintain an objective point of 

view and tone. Additionally, please carefully proofread your work for errors. 

 

     I am including a sample argument outline to help you as you rewrite your essay. Should you 

have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

 

     Sincerely, 

     Instructor (NR) 

     Penn Foster 

 

Sample Outline for Argument Essay 

 

I. Introduction 

    A.  Grab reader’s attention (Hook) 

    B.  Background Information 

 1. Information Piece 1 

            2. Information Piece 2 

    C.  Thesis Preview 

    D.  Thesis with Preview of Main Points (main arguments) 

 

II. Topic Sentence of Body Paragraph 1- First Previewed Main Point (in the writer’s own words) 

    A. Support and Elaboration- Ties back to topic sentence 

    B. Support and Elaboration- Ties back to topic sentence 

    C. Support and Elaboration- Ties back to topic sentence 

    D. Transition to the Next Paragraph 
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III. Topic Sentence of Body Paragraph 2- Second Previewed Main Point (in the writer’s own 

words) 

     (continue as with Body Paragraph 1) 

 

IV. Topic Sentence of Body Paragraph 3- Third Previewed Main Point (in the writer’s own 

words) 

     (continue as with Body Paragraph 1) 

  

 V. Consider the Opposition 

 

VI. Conclusion 

     A. Rephrase Thesis Preview 

     B. Summarize Main Points 

     C. Rephrase/restate thesis 

     D. Concluding Sentence 

 

 

 

That Social media allows users to insult, bully and threaten others without any fear of 

punishment. 

 

 Social media allows users to change other user’s life for the worst without any fear of 

punishment. Some users are insulting, bullying and threatening others on social media without 

any fear of punishment. These users that are doing this are considered cyber bullyingbullies. I 

believe that these users have no fear because they do not think what they are doing is bullying. 

They do not think that they can get in trouble for saying something to or about someone on social 

media. First I think we need to understand what is cyber bullying? “Cyber bullying is bullying 

that takes place using electronic technology. Electronic technology includes devices and 

equipment such as cell phones, computers, and tablets as well as communication tools including 

social media sites, text messages, chat, and websites”(Stopbullying.gov). I believe because 

Comment [WU1]: Please provide a title that is 
not a sentence fragment. 

Comment [WU2]: Do not use first person 
pronouns (I, me, we, us, our) in a formal essay. 
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Because they there are some much different type of ways to bully someone throw electronics, 

users do not stop and think they will ever get in any kind of trouble for insulting or threatening 

someone on any kind of electronic use. I believe the cyber Cyber bullying is more common in 

kids and the kids that are insulted, bully bullied or threatened by other do suffer more than other 

kids. “Kids who are cyber bullied are more likely to : use alcohol and drugs, skip school, 

experience in-person bullying, be unwilling to attend school, receive poor grades, have lower 

self-esteem, have more health problems” (Stopbullying.gov). Bullying changes other’s life lives 

and others do not care and do not fear of being punished. Social media allows users to change 

others user’s life for the worst without any fear of punishment.  

 There are different types of surveys that show that cyber bullying is increasing especially 

in youth. “Examining the three waves of the youth internet safety survey (2000, 2005, 2010), 

they find a slight increasing in cyber bullying behaviors over that time period (from 6% to 9% to 

11%)” (Cyberbullying.org/facts). I think uUsers on social media must believe that they can write 

anything about anyone, they can insult, bully and threaten other user without any fear because of 

freedom of speech. They do not realize how they are changing other user’s life by doing that. 

Social media allows users to change other user’s life for the worst without any fear of 

punishment. “Cyber bullying is related to low self-esteem, suicidal ideation, anger, frustration, 

and a variety of other emotional and psychological problems ( Brighi et al., 2012; Hinduja and 

Patchin, 2010; Kowalski and Limber, 2013; Patchin and Hinduja, 2010; Wang, Wansel and 

Lannnotti,2011)”( Cyberbullying.org/facts). These are some of the different ways someone life 

can change because of different type of bullying like insult or threaten on social media. We need 

to stop and think before we write something about someone because it could be a form of 

Comment [WU3]: Spelling Error 

Comment [WU4]: First, your Introduction is 
repetitive. Second and more important, your thesis 
statement is not focused on the assigned topic. You 
need to argue that social media ITSELF allows users 
to bully others without fear of punishment. What is 
it about social media itself that allows users to 
bully? For example, Facebook allows users to  set up 
fake profiles. This is one way that social media itself 
allows users to insult, threaten, and bully. The focus 
needs to be on the cause (social media itself) and 
not on the effect (to victims). For one thing, no one 
would argue that cyber bullying does NOT have 
psychological effects on its victims. You are 
preparing the reader for an informative, not an 
argument essay. 

Comment [WU5]: Comma Splice: 
Two complete thoughts cannot be joined by a 
comma unless the comma is followed by a 
coordinating conjunction (and, or, nor, for, but, yet, 
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bullying, cyber bullying, and it can make someone’s life different just because of something we 

did without thinking how it would affect someone else in the future. 

 Social media is all over the world not only in the United State. Where ever there is 

technology there is going to be some kind of cyber bullying without any fear of punishment. 

There are more different facts and surveys that is are done in many different country that prove 

my facts about cyber bullying. “Using a sample of 2066 New Zealand adolescent, Adain, Dizon, 

Moore and Sutherland (2000) used two measures to ascertain the incidence of bullying 

behaviors. They found that 58% of the sample reported being bullied in the past year according 

to the participants own definitions of the phenomena; whereas, 75% reported having been a 

victim of at least one of the listed bullying behaviors. Additionally, 44% reported being 

perpetrators of bullying in the past year according to their own definition”. (Incidence of 

bullying and victimization among adolescents in New Zealand by Moja Kljakovic, Caroline 

Hunt and Paul E. Jose. New Zealand Journal of Psychology 44.2 (Sept.2015): pg 57). I cannot 

believe how high these percentages are in this example. That shows how much cyber bullying 

take place all over the world. How much people are victim to social media bullying. Social 

media allows users to change other user’s life for the worst without any fear of punishment.  

 All other over the world the most sadsaddest part of cyber bullying is the insult, bully and 

threaten are so badis that the person that is being bully bullied can go as far as committing 

suicide and the person that is doing the bullying does not care what effect they have on someone. 

They do not fear any kind of punishment. “The risk of teen suicide through cyber bulling had 

emerged as a major policy issue in Canada” (Cyberbullying: What’s the problem? By Ryan 

Deschamps and Kathleen McNutt Canadian Public Administration 59.1 (Mar.2016): pg 45). 

Comment [WU7]: t is true that cyber bullying 
affects its victims. This is not relevant to the topic. 

Comment [WU8]: This is not MLA format. 
Please review your textbook, pages 617-620 for 
information on how to format an MLA in-text 
citation. 

Comment [WU9]: This is not relevant to the 
assigned topic 
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When someone is bully through social media they do not care about any kind of policy because 

they have no fear of any punishment.  “Social problems lie in and are produced by a process of 

collective definition. The process of collective definition is responsible for the emergence of 

social problems”.”Cyber bullying as harm implies that the problem of cyber bullying lies in its 

effects: for instance, suicidal ideation, social isolation and mental illness” (Cyberbullying: 

What’s the Problem?). Social media allows users to change other user’s life for the worst without 

any fear of punishment even if there is policy and law.  Social media allow cyber bullying of all 

ages but I believe it is more common with adolescents and teenagers because they are more 

emotional. Adults can find ways to deal with cyber bullying such as blocking users that they 

think might be bullying them or are bulling them. Adolescents and teenagers are more affected 

by cyber bullying that can change their life to worst because they don’t like to tell adult with they 

are being bully. They may not know all the tools of social media that allow them to block users. 

They suffer from other users bullying them by changing their life to the worst such as turning 

into alcoholic, drug abuser, anger problem, low self –esteem or as bad as suicidal. 

 Users on social media that are insult, bully and threaten other users are considering being 

cyber bully. Cyber bullying is any kind of technology using by other to hurting someone else in 

anyway. Users who are cyber bullying others do not have any fear of any kind of punishment 

because if they did, they would not be cyber bullying anyone. People that are insulting, bully and 

threaten other throw technology do not care how they might be hurting that person. They person 

that are being insult, bully and threaten life may change for the worst. That person could develop 

low-esteem, or psychological problem. They could be so frustrated that they start to have anger 

problem and their anger problem could be dangerous to others. The worst thing that could 

Comment [WU11]: You repeat this often. 

Comment [WU12]: Do not use quotes back to 
back—Whenever you cite a source, you must 
analyze it—explain how it is related to the topic 
sentence. 

Comment [WU13]: Not related to the assigned 
topic 
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happen to someone that is being cyber bully is that they can become suicidal. They can be bully 

so much that they start to hate their own life or they cannot take the insult, bully or threat 

anymore that they want to end their own life. I believe that some people may have ended their 

life because of cyber bulling. Cyber bullying is really horrible and should be stop, but sadly it is 

all over the world and it is continuing to increase. Social media allows users to change other 

user’s life for the worst without any fear of punishment. 
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