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Basketball: The Game of Champions
	Athletes, coaches, and fans alike often claim that their sport of choice is the best. Baseball has been called America’s pastime; boxing has been dubbed the “sweet science”, and football has been praised as a modern-day clash of the gladiators. One sport, however, surpasses all the rest, and that is basketball. Basketball is unmatched in its ability to inspire and bring joy to fans, in the incredible athleticism of its athletes, and in the fame and wealth it brings to its star players.
	Perhaps the thing that sets basketball above all other sports is the joy it brings to its fans. There are few sports that can inspire the same kind of devotion that basketball does, because there are few games more exciting. It’s a fast-paced thrill-ride from the opening tip off to the final buzzer, as players battle it out every single second. There are few blow-outs in basketball. It is, more often than not, a dog-fight from start to last; hearts can be broken or enraptured in an instant, with victory snatched from the jaws of defeat right at the final buzzer. This is what keeps the fans panting for more.
	Of course, what makes the game so exciting for the fans and what ensures that each contest is a true battle from start to finish is the athleticism of the players. There is nothing more awe-inspiring than to watch someone like LeBron James or Russell Westbrook going for a slam dunk. These men are at the height (literally) of human physical power and agility; they combing grace with strength and stamina. They can do things that seem superhuman—and they do it with ease and finesse. The level of dedication and sheer natural talent required to achieve this level of physical greatness is tremendously inspiring.
	Another inspiring thing is the lifestyle of the sport’s top athletes. Star basketball players enjoy a level of fame that few other sports can provide (perhaps only with the exception of football). These athletes date all the top models; they drive only the fastest cars; they live in the most beautiful homes in America. In many ways, they are American royalty, leading fabulous lives that the rest of the world can only aspire to. Further, many of these athletes have risen from desperate circumstances to achieve their success. They truly have achieved the American Dream.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Many sports claim to be the best, but none deserve that title more than the sport of basketball. Basketball is unmatched in the joy it brings to fans, keeping them on the edge of their seats from the first second of play to the last. Additionally, basketball players are some of the most incredible athletes ever seen, performing seemingly superhuman feats with ease. Finally, stars of basketball enjoy a level of wealth and fame that most can only dream of. These athletes truly live the American Dream—and every day they take their fans along with them, giving them a dream to savor in the moment and to hope for in the future. 
