
700 Series Lawn Tractor

40

If the parking brake does not engage, check the fol-
lowing:

1. Check for a bent parking brake rod where it passes 
down through the dash. See Figure 5.10.

2. Check that the ferrule is connected to the brake 
latch and is secured with a bow tie clip.

3. Check that the brake latch is not bent and not mak-
ing contact with the brake pedal latch bracket.

4. If necessary, adjust the length of the ferrule to allow 
the latch to lock the brake pedal when engaged.

Testing the operation of the brake:                      

1. Put the transaxle in neutral.

2. Set the parking brake by depressing the brake/
clutch pedal and pushing-down on the parking brake/cruise control lever.

3. Attempt to push the tractor. If it can be pushed by hand without skidding a rear wheel, adjust the brake.

4. Release the parking brake.

5. Attempt to push the tractor again. If it cannot be pushed with little effort, adjust the brake.

Brake adjustment

1. Check the gap between the brake rotor and the 
brake pads.  See Figure 5.11.

• There is a fixed pad in the transaxle housing.

• There is a moving pad in the brake caliper.

2. Wiggle the brake rotor slightly, and attempt to insert 
a .010” (.38mm) feeler gauge between the rotor and 
either pad.

2a. Adjust the gap, if necessary, so that the feeler 
gauge slips between the pad and the rotor 
with light pressure.

2b. Turn the nut to adjust the gap. The gap should 
be in the range of .010”-.015” (.25mm-.38mm)

• Apply and release the brake pedal, then re-check the gap. 

2c. If the brake seems to be sticking, or the rotor is discolored from dragging, remove the brake yoke for 
repair or replacement.

2d. Set the parking brake. The front drive belt should be slack.

2e. Re-test the operation of the brakes before returning the tractor to service.
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