Request for Value and Information:

My wife & I purchased this Philippine Acacia Wood set from a military family in Mountain Home, Idaho in the late 70’s or very early 80’s.  I have researched the history as best I am able.  I was wondering if you would be able, or willing, to give us a professional value appraisal?  We are also very interested in knowing if you had any additional information on its history, or origin? I have lots of other pictures available, but you would most likely desire to view it in person.  If you are not able to do this can you recommend an individual for us?  You may forward it if you like if that is OK with you.  

This is what I have learned by personal interviews and  from what I have been able to research:

The Table Information:
1. The table was supposedly carved in the 1920’s by a local artisan craftsman who catered to military officer personnel.
1. It was supposedly crafted in the Mayon Volcano Region South East of Manila, which is due North of Legazpi City, according to a local Philippine who knows about Clark Air base when it was open in the Philippines in the 1920’s. He says that is the Volcano that is carved into the center of the table.
1. The wood that the table is carved from is the Acacia Tree local to that island.  The trees that were used are also carved into the scenery within the table carvings and on the backs of some of the chairs.
1. All of the people carved into the scenes are dressed in Western clothing for the particular officer who ordered the table. It seems this was to show how much their culture had advanced since the military had become a common fixture in their society. They have also been given Western Styled shoes…this seems silly to me, but I think there is more to it than the story I have been given.  
1. We have also been told that this table was carved for an officer who was stationed at Clark during that timeframe of the 1920’s.  It seems that this was a common practice for officers with the means to get such huge pieces of furniture stateside via an overseas container in a military vessel heading home.
1. The dark stain is still the same and no modifications have been made.  
1. Some of the chairs are starting to get loose from the 80 plus years of daily use.  We see that someone has tried to fix it a long time ago and it is in need of a professional who can take the chairs apart for a proper repair. The red velvet is original and it is showing wear, for sure.  But, again, we did not wish to change or devalue the appearance of when it was first created and so we have left it as is for now. 
1. We have had to replace the glass on top with a tempered glass because the previous one had shattered and splintered into a million pieces during a shipping of the table to the Mt. Home AFB in Mountain Home, Idaho by the family that owned it before us.
1. Do you think it unwise to make the repairs to the table and chairs or even to have the velvet replaced with a more neutral fabric or the dark stain removed to expose the true color of the wood we see on the top of the table? 

The Hutch Information:
1. We are led to understand that the Hutch is a match to this table.  But, we do not see any markings or see any of the intricate carving that is common to the table anywhere on the hutch other than the scroll work on the top of the Hutch.
1. There are a lot of the same type of stain and construction likenesses throughout the drawers and cabinet doors.
1. There is a deep scratch on the base of the hutch on the top where the hutch top rests.  We have not tried to fix it in that we were afraid of causing this set to be devalued because of our repair efforts.

We certainly appreciate your expertise in this adventure we are on.  I do not want to muddy the water or take away from your professional appraisal, but for discussion, an individual many years ago gave us a “Verbal” appraisal of $20,000.00 plus for both pieces (Hutch, Table & Chairs), but she was looking through the eyes of someone who had these same type of tables that were brand new sitting in her furniture warehouse setting.  None of which were as old as this set.  This was from a store owner in San Francisco in the 1990’s.  I do not remember where the store was located other than in the industrial area close to the Bay Bridge entrance section of town.
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