Vacations and Life: Anything But Predictable


Vacations capture the essence of the unpredictability in life.  You truly never know where life will lead you and vacations always remind me to have a sense of adventure, learn to laugh, and “expect the unexpected.”


My vacation traveling the country in an RV is a great example that still makes me laugh to this day.  On the second day of the vacation, while I was sitting in the passenger seat quietly discussing our trip, a large “Ka-bang!” sound rang out from the back of the RV.  As the RV slowed to a stop on the slushy gravel side of the dry freeway, all seemed fine until we opened the side door of the RV only to invite the 110 degree heat of a dry desert to join us.  The left rear tires were shredded in bits and I knew that it was no small undertaking to change the tire on such a massive truck.  Many speeding cars passed closely by at over 70 miles an hour making an even more disconcerting situation. After carefully moving the RV off the freeway, I called information for several nearby cities and discovered that towing and/or changing RV tires was a specialty requiring the expertise of a truck mechanic (very hard to find)! Two fun hours of music and games passed before a mechanic arrived.  He was quite jolly, and the alcohol on his breath told the rest of the tale!  Nonetheless, he happily proceeded to jack up the RV, remove the old tires and slap on new tires, and strike a deal with me that I was willing to swallow. The RV started like a champ and we were rolling again! All was OK for 15 miles until the drive-line fell off the RV (no kidding)! 


Busy airports and flying provide plenty of opportunity for mishaps and amusing adventures.  I do appreciate the security in airports as it does help to keep us safe. However, during one of my vacations, airport security was the beginning of an unforeseen series of events.  Driving to the airport at 3:00AM for a flight that leaves at 7:00AM, I discovered that one of my tires was leaking fast. “Think fast, think fast!” I kept repeating to myself as I drove into a service station...I had to make the flight on time because the airline tickets could not be changed!  The lone night shift attendant became the hero when he told me that he had experienced the same situation and had used “Fix-a-Flat” as the remedy. I promptly cleared the shelf, buying all five cans.  The first can oozed out of the tire! “Big hole” I thought to myself.  However, the second can of goop managed to make a home for itself inside the tire.  Every 30 minutes I had to check the tire and add more goop. After three hours of driving I had a two-hour wait in the airport security line.  “No problem” I thought because I was just happy to be there. All I had to do was board the plane. “Funny how things work sometimes” I thought to myself as my march through the security line concluded with a beautiful sunset view of my plane rolling slowly away from the terminal.  Another twist to the story began as the next flight to my vacation destination  would not leave for 24 hours!  Fast forward 24 hours and I find myself on-board a plane with an announcement from the captain. “We are going to move around the storm you can see out of the right side of the cabin.   The deicer on the plane is not functioning.” The captain also mentioned a bolt had come loose but the plane was still “safe.” It was sure nice to be on the ground again when we landed!


Vacations and life are so unpredictable.  They are both filled with change and we learn and grow through our experiences.  If plans always worked as orchestrated, we would not grow through exposure to new things, ideas, environments, and new people.  I love adventure and the unknown as much as I love relaxation on the beach. Both are essential in life, just like they are in great vacations.     
