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FEEDBACK SHEET

ACTIVITY 5::Produce a Professional Proposal

EDU5000 – Foundations for Graduate Study

Hi Monique,

Thank you for the opportunity to review your professional proposal. You met some of the requirements for this assignment. YOu have used citations to support your stance, but many were outdated (1996, 2000, etc… are very outdated and do not fully apply to current 2016 research).
For this assignment, use one or more of the articles that you found in the previous week’s assignment, to prepare a professional proposal. Your proposal will be written to a superior or academic organization (e.g., School Principal / Superintendent, Board of Education, University Department Chair, Director of Research…) asserting your position concerning a specific difficulty or problem in the educational environment. Present both sides of your argument, and then explain why you believe your stance is appropriate or fulfills the stated requests.  Remember to support your claims with both credible and scholarly sources. You may need to find additional websites and current literature (using the Northcentral Library databases) to support your ideas and examples. 
You have a great passion for identifying disabilities in HBCUs – what a great topic for research, but a focus on an urgent topic for the professional proposal, addressed to a specific audience, such as a superior or academic organization, asserting your position concerning a specific difficulty or problem in the educational environment, with both sides of the issue, was required. In completing the assignment, you demonstrated a clearer picture of why you want to study this topic. Your presentation elucidates the elements, but could improve with clarity and purpose. No matter what subject you are studying, graduate school research projects and papers require a statement of purpose. A statement of purpose explains to the reader what the goal of the study is, as well as what hypothesis will be tested and what types of studies or literature will be referenced. Without the statement of purpose, the reader may become lost in technical terms and data, or he may skip reading the study if he does not understand what its significance will be. 
As noted, 1-2 year old, scholarly, peer-reviewed articles provide more compelling evidence to support your stance. Further, show both sides of the issue to demonstrate objectivity. Please see margin comments for additional feedback. If you have any questions regarding this feedback, please do not hesitate to contact me.

My very best to you,
Dr. Allison Leggett

Dr. Allison Leggett E: aleggett@ncu.edu P: (Toll Free) 1-844-628-4651

Grade


Your grade for this activity is 83 %. I based this grade on how well you presented and prepared your essay in accordance with the syllabus guidelines and graduate scoring guidelines.  

	Numerical Points
	Letter Grade
	Descriptor
	Explanation

	83
	B
	Good
	Completes all or most required parts of the assignment, demonstrates good understanding of readings, uses mostly clear and effective expression appropriate to scholarly writing, and has   few errors in grammar, mechanics, and APA formatting.

	


Specific Feedback on your Work
Disabilities in HBCUs
Monique Swift
Northcentral University
The
 topic that I have chosen for this proposal is historically Black colleges and universities, otherwise known as HBCUs. My focus in researching the topic of HBCUs is to look at the issue of how well HBCUs look at disability issues such as learning disabilities and mental disabilities towards its student body and how and if these disabilities affect the school experiences of those attending HBCUs. In this essay I will cover, important background information concerning the proposal, why the proposal is important, and evidence supporting the proposal. 
Disabilities in HBCUS
   
According to Allen (1992
), African Americans have always tended to do scholastically better in schools that are historical Black colleges and universities (HBCU) which shows that many predominantly White colleges and universities do show ignorance and bias towards understanding the special considerations that need to be in play when it comes to educating African Americans, predominantly young
 adult American Africans. Ancis, Sedlacek & Mohr (2000) discuss how although there are many achievements that HBCUs have made for African American students, one of the issues that are not often effectively addressed are issues surrounding disability at HBCUs. Astin (1993), Banks (1993) and Fennell (1997) all discuss how issues surrounding both learning disabilities and mental disabilities, as well as physical disabilities, are not always adequately dealt with by HBCUs. 

Further research indicates that progress attempts are made on these issues through the research of Henderson (1995), Jean-Marie (2006), Solorzano, Ceja & Yosso (2000) and Terenzini, Springer, Yaeger, Pascarella & Nora (1996). The purpose of this research proposal is to develop further growth in this area of research and to answer some key questions with the research paper that will follow. The audience for this proposal is the Research Department at the perspective HBCUs that will be a part of the research.

Why this Proposal is Important
This proposal is important because the outcomes of the proposal will address some key research questions concerning HBCUs that are rarely addressed in scholarly literature. The research questions of this proposal are essentially three-fold. They are:

1. What is the situation for African Americans with learning disabilities and mental challenges in the historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) throughout America?

2. If the learning disabilities and mental challenges of these African American students attending HBCUs) in America affect their schooling, how do these challenges affect their schooling?

3. What can be done to resolve the situation and to improve the situation of how HBCUs manage and aid their African American students in HBCUs towards reaching higher levels of comfortable school lifestyle and academic success?

These are my three research questions and next I will discuss my methodological approach in carrying out the research.

Evidence for the Proposal

The
 methodology that will be used for the research will support and give the evidence for this proposal once it is conducted. Using a combination of qualitative research tools such as observation, interviews and journal writing from participants, I will select 10 participants from two HBCUs who have learning disabilities and/or mental challenges who will help me to answer my research questions. Using qualitative research methods, through the real-life stories of my participants, plus backed by extensive research in the literature review and using an anti-racism and disability theoretical framework I will address and answer my research questions.


First reason supporting proposal: The first reason supporting the proposal is that HBCUs from the information given in the background require further study into the questions surrounding how they deal with disability issues on their campuses.

Second reason supporting proposal: The second reason why this research is important is because the students with disabilities who are attending HBCUs need a chance to improve their educational experiences within HBCUs.

Third reason supporting proposal: The third reason why this research proposal is important is because the body of scholarly literature that exists concerning disability issues and HBCUs is minimal and dated. There needs to be some recent and updated information concerning the research questions mentioned above. 
Conclusion

The results to this research are still yet to be known, however through diligent research on my part which should take the duration of five years full-time outside of coursework in my current study. I will find the answers to this research which will positively contribute to improving the lives of African American students at HBCUs that have learning disabilities and mental challenges
.  
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�Your essay seemed to dive right into the topic rather than prepare the reader for the essay through a brief introduction. The introductory paragraph should be used to "lift" to your content through the introduction of the thesis sentence to let your reader know what your topic is and what you are going to say about that topic. The introductory paragraph requires the scope, structure and thesis for the essay.





Introductory paragraph must be brief and accomplish three things: 


 


Introduce the topic with some indication of its inherent interest or importance, and a clear definition of the boundaries of the subject area


Indicate the structure and/or methodology of the essay, often with the major sections of the essay or its structural principle clearly stated


State the thesis of the essay, preferably in a single, arguable statement with a clear main clause





�This is an important citation, but is rather outdated. It is important to connect your citations to the current, urgent problems in the educational infrastructure. Choose scholarly, peer-reviewed resources from the NCU library that are 1-2 years old to ensure credibility.





�This is an important statement, but needs clarification. Consider adding an age range here for clarity.


�You should remove the colon before the list of characteristics.  Seriation (presenting lists) is a particularly challenging aspect of APA formatting.  See pages 63-64 of the APA manual.  In addition, you can download a helpful document on the topic by clicking � HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&ved=0CEkQFjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fego.thechicagoschool.edu%2Fs%2F843%2Fimages%2Feditor_documents%2FASC%2F6.%2520Seriation.doc&ei=kr5sUKWFOMjk2AXhiIHoAg&usg=AFQjCNG3C5uugsIsM8IFNc5Ou8a5yyzjSg&sig2=" ��here�.  





Instead of creating a list here, provide seamless transition between thoughts in a paragraph form


�Demonstrate objectivity by showing both sides of the issue.


�A conclusion paragraph provides you the opportunity to recapitulate what you said in your thesis statement from the introduction to validate your presentation in a tidy package. An excellent guide for the length of your summary is found � HYPERLINK "http://www.swansea.ac.uk/dace/sos/index.php/main/navigation_section/106" ��HERE� – each page on average is about 250 words


�Use non-boldface font for the reference header


�Per NCU guidelines, use single spaced lines within a citation


�Where is the retrieval information?





